REGIONAL COORDINATOR & STAFF
A NOTE FROM OUR
SOUTH EAST
REGIONAL COORDINATOR

South East Regional Coordinator:
Deb Pelletier-Clark (US2002022584)

whitewynd@yahoo.com
Chief of Staff, ARC:
Amy Osborne (US2002021654)

Welcome to the SouthEast Regional Newsletter!

amyo@tampabay.rr.com

2009 is off to a quick start! Already the first
quarter is over and we’re moving into a new (and
warmer) quarter. With SERE 2009 and 2 great
charity drives finished, we are looking forward to
whats in store in the coming months.

Arbitrations/Independent Chapters/Members, ARC:
Jay Rivera (US2002034107)

As a quick reminder, please make sure that your
information in the CRD is up to date and correct.

Documentation Clerk, ARC:
Kyle McDonald (US2003102372)

It’s very important to be sure your address is
correct for any information White Wolf may need
to send to you, such as updated membership cards.
Speaking of membership updates, many of you
are up for renewal this April 1st. Please be sure to
renew! Remember that early renewal earns 50
prestige!
Deb Pelletier Clark

searc.arbitration@gmail.com
Charities Administrator, ARC:
M. Miranda Allison (US2002022650)

secharities@gmail.com

searc.documents@gmail.com
Events, ARC:
Jim Kovacs (US2008042143)

searc.events@gmail.com
Elections Administrator, ARC:
Jay 'JD' Donnelly (US2002034555)

graphixink@gmail.com
Member Recognition, ARC:
Latisha Looker (US2003051560)

spellybinding@gmail.com
Technical Administrator, ARC:
Brian LeMaster (US2002023098)

camarilla.searc.tech@gmail.com
Lists, AARC:
Jason Clark (US2002022090)

searc_lists at yahoo.com
Election Proctor, AARC:
David Hofmann (US2002106704)

david@qii.net
Election Proctor, AARC:
Chris Duesler (US2002021854)

harlemknight@charter.net
Events Calendar, AARC:
Troy Lees (US2007059970)

seregion.calendar@gmail.com
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CONFLICT RESOLUTION AND MEDIATION
In any organization the size of our club, there are
bound to be conflicts between people. The steps
of Conflict Resolution are laid out in our
Membership Handbook, and every member
should take the time to become familiar with the
process. Rather than a long recitation of those
steps, this article is meant to touch on the spirit of
conflict resolution, and those steps that are most
often forgotten.
Common mistake #1:
“I’m going to file a complaint.”
Formal complaints do not exist. They have not
been a part of the Camarilla process for several
years. The reason for this is that “filing a
complaint” can too often be used as a way to
“grief” other members, and because it does not
actually help resolve a conflict between two
members.
The key to Conflict resolution is a constructive
approach. Always remember that the intent is to
resolve the matter as constructively as possible,
so that all parties can walk away as friends, or at
least with the issue resolved completely.
If you’re angry or upset, then that isn’t the time to
try to resolve your differences. This is the reason
for our ’24 Hour Rule’. Take a break. Go catch a
movie. Have dinner with friends or family. A
little time away to let yourself calm down can
work wonders for your perspective. Maybe it will
allow you to see the other person’s point of view,
or at least allow you time to find a way to express
yourself more efficiently in a way that will not
add fuel to the fire.
When you’re calmer, then you can revisit the
situation. This is the time for Open Discussion.
This should be a private conversation between the
parties via e-mail, face-to-face, telephone or
another electronic medium. Discuss it calmly.
Listen to what the other person has to say. When
you’re calm and respectful, other people are more
likely to listen to you as well. Don’t interrupt the
other person.

If the conversation is in real time, always consider
your words carefully before you speak. Are they
insulting? Avoid strong language. Always think of
the way you’d want someone to speak to you. If
your words don’t fit that, then find a better way to
express what you mean.
Provoking someone with strong language and
words designed to anger does not help. It only
ensures that communication shuts down and the
other party is less likely to be able to hear and
understand your points.
If the conversation is taking place over e-mail, the
same is true. When you write, remember that the
written word lacks tone and inflection. Language
can be incredibly expressive, but not everyone has
the skills to use written language to same effect. Do
not write it when you’re angry. It’s likely your
language will reflect your mood. Wait until you’re
calmer. Choose your words carefully. When you’re
done, read it to yourself as if you were the person
receiving the letter. If there’s anything there that
you think there is any chance of being
misunderstood, then assume that it will, and find a
better way to phrase your thoughts.
Above all, remember that the point is to resolve the
conflict, not to prove that you are right and the other
person is wrong. It is not a competition. It’s
possible, and often likely that no one party is
completely right or wrong, but simply have different
points of view. Make any criticism constructive
rather than demeaning. Put yourself in the other
person’s shoes. Actively look for ways to resolve
the issue that will make both of you happy. In other
words, be willing to compromise.
Jay Rivera, US2002034107
SE-ARC Arbitration and Independent Chapters
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BUILDING A NEW CHARACTER
Making a new PC … sometimes it is a matter of
death of a PC, sometimes it is due to Reset. I
know that I lost a PC recently and had to soul
search with the new rules. Do I make a PC that is
going to be short of XP due to the Reset …or do I
wait and not play … or play an NPC for a bit?
When I thought about it, I had to weigh in with
what is good for the game vs. what is good for me
personally. I researched the options and gave it
more thought.
When does a Character become more then the
game. Honestly, the life of the Character IS the
Game. The story that you tell with other players is
more than just your story. That is the truth I found.
So, I made a PC, not setting all of the available XP
on it so that it would be more in line with the new
rules or so that I would lose less with the Reset.
My second reason for making the PC is that as a
higher MC member, I felt that it was my duty to
make the game better for others. Not playing
meant the game was not better for them.
I know on the forums there have been many people
who are upset over the Reset, feeling that they are
going to lose alot of XP. My question is “Does that
change the game you are playing?” No, simple and
concrete, No. So, I felt sending an article to the
newsletter stating that would have been a good
thing. Maybe it would add to members finding a
new found sense of new growth and understanding
… like I did. Jason Clark, US20020221

COSTUMING 101
Hello, all. Let me start this article with a brief
history. I am 40 and in the Cam … I have previously
been a member for NERO and a card holding
member of the SCA for over 20 yrs. My first
experience with costuming came nearly 20 yrs ago
when my at the time Fiancé’s mother started
teaching me about Arabic costumes as she was a
professional belly dance costumer.
This was
followed by years of SCA ... than NERO ... more
SCA … and now the Cam.

think they are similar, in reality, they are no closer
than 2nd cousins. Why is that? In reenactment
would
costuming, you have strict guidelines. In the Cam,
no such problem, so we have much more freedom.
You are who or what you want to be, from
whenever you want to be. That said, Costuming
and Historical Books are a great place to start for
ideas and thoughts.
This article is “Costuming 101” and will deal with
basic and inexpensive costuming. As most of you
know, thrift stores are always a great start. Many
of them offer weekly discounts and that means
very cheap items. What most don’t consider (and
speaking mainly to the ladies here) … Wedding
dresses and prom gowns! Big and bulky, but can
be very cheap on sale under $20. So why a Gown?
Very little talent is needed to cut it apart. The tops
are usually fitted and boned. A few snips and a bit
of bias tape … a dip in fabric dye … and you have
a costume corset. Take the outer layer of material
and with a little work, you have a lovely billowy
skirt to match your corset. But the big money is
under the skirt! Crinoline can be used in dozens of
ways at $2.99 or more a yard … but a wedding
gown with crinoline ... 10-20 yards puffing out
that base!! Guys, we will not forget you ...
obviously everything from tuxes to simple shirts
and everything in between!
From there, we go to making clothes. I know you
say “I don’t have a sewing machine ... I have no
talent ... etcetra etcetra.” With sewing machines,
you need a machine that does a straight stitch and
maybe a zig-zag. That’s it!! Really! Walmart has
new machines for $89. Or maybe a good used one
for $20-30 at a yard sale. Or free on Craigslist.
Who knows?

So I will leave you all here, waiting with hearts
pounding for my next installment, while you go
forth in search of a sewing machine!! I swear it
will be worth it. See you at a game soon. By the
way … I will be at April’s Orlando FGotM and
will bring a pile of stuff to share with all my
So, I am hoping to get solid feedback on this and soon-to-be Costumistas!!!
make it an ongoing series of articles. Camarilla
Jim Kovacs, US 2008042143
Costumes and Reenactment Costuming. Though you
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The MST Settings Staff is pleased to announce
open 'Office Hours' on
April 9th from 7pm - 9pm EST.
As per normal, MST Office Hours will be organized
within a moderated IRC channel as outlined below:
Darkmyst server #mst-office
Southeast Region Office Hours
& Coordinators Only Meetings.
April 6, 2009
May 4, 2009
June 1, 2009
Coordinators only meeting - 7pm CST
Darkmyst server #meetings
Office hours - 8pm CST
Darkmyst server
#se_region

SECOND QUARTER
SOUTH EAST GOTMs
April 17,18,19
FL-035-D, Orlando, FL
Venues: Changeling, Requiem, Mage, Forsaken
http://dark-embrace.org/FGOTM.html

Charity: Penny/Change Drive for United Way
May 16, 17 2009
AL-009-D, Huntsville, AL
Venues: Requiem, Mage
http://camarilla-wiki.com/index.php5?title=Bigfire

Charity: Bottled Water for Homeless,
Canned Food Drive
June 27
AL-020-D, Birmingham, Al
Venues: Changeling, Requiem
www.birminghamaidsoutreach.org

Charity: Birmingham Aids Outreach (BAO)
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2nd QUARTER SE REGIONAL
CHARITY DRIVES
2009 2nd Quarter –
Habitat for Humanity Part 1
* Drive starts on 04/01, ends 04/30
* Prestige recs are due to ARC Charities
by 05/01
* Prestige announced by RC on 05/15
This will be for the month of April 2009
2009 2nd Quarter –
Book Donations Part 2
* Drive starts on 05/01 ends on 05/30
* Prestige recs are due to ARC Charities
by 06/01
* Prestige announced by RC on 06/15
This will be for the month of May 2009

THE SOUTH EAST
REGION’S
MEMBER RECOGNITION
PROGRAM 2009
January 2009 Member of the Month
Phillip Palmer
February 2009 Member of the Month
Jon Noble
March 2009 Member of the Month
Bill Davis
SE Region 2008 Member of the Year
Michael Fortino
Don't Forget to Checkout
These New Additions to the
SE Region Website
Camarilla New Members Guide
SE Region Cookbook Volume I
http://www.larp.com/seregion

SOUTH EAST FEATURED RECIPES FOR
THE FIRST QUARTER OF 2009
FENNEL-GARLIC ROAST PORK
Ingredients:
1 rolled boneless pork loin roast (2 1/2 lb)
1 tablespoon fennel seed
1 tablespoon chopped fresh thyme or 1 teaspoon dried thyme leaves
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon coarse ground black pepper
2 tablespoons olive oil
3 cloves garlic, minced
Instructions:
Heat the oven to 375 degrees F. In a shallow baking pan, place the pork roast. In a small bowl, mix
all of the remaining ingredients and spread evenly over the roast.
Bake 40-50 minutes or until the pork has a blush of pink in the center and a meat thermometer inserted
in the center reads 160 degrees F.
Remove roast from the pan. Cover with a tent of foil and let stand 10 to 15 minutes. Remove the string from
the roast and cut into slices.
Garet Bleddynn, US2002023605

CHERRY-APPLE CRISP
Ingredients:
1 cup oatmeal
1/2 cup flour
1/2 cup plus tbsp brown sugar divided
1 tsp cinnamon
6 tbsp. butter cut into pieces and softened
4 cups fresh cherries, pitted
3 golden delicious apples, sliced and peeled
1/3 cup orange juice
2 tbsp granulated sugar
Instructions:
Combine oatmeal, flour 1/2 cup brown sugar, and cinnamon in a large bowl; cut in butter with a pastry
blender until mixture is crumble; set aside
Combine cherries, apples, orange juice, granulated sugar, and 2 tablespoons brown sugar in a large
bowl; toss well place in a lightly greased 11x7 inch baking dish. Sprinkle with oatmeal mixture. Bake
at 375 for 35 to 40 minutes or until golden brown.
James Wall, US2004102195
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HOW DID *YOU* WIN AT SERE ?!?
At opening ceremonies, Matt Asbell jokingly made the comment
“SERE 2009 … Full of Win!”
Which made us wonder … How did *YOU* win at SERE?

“Yeah, Bomb Squad required now at all synods.”
Chris Duesler US2002021854
“And raincoats at Invictus meetings.”
Ben Rosenblum, US2002056116
“I win ... I didn't sleep for 36 hours.”
Tiffany G. Allen, US2006027399

“Playing my mortal and talking with one of the paparazzi
and throwing out random tidbits of gossip during the
crossvenue like ... ‘Yes, Ms. Fontaine is here to have illicit
children with Mr. Aleksandyr Evengii. That's why they
just left together.’ And Snow. I have not seen snow in
15 years. Thank you Atlanta for letting me see snow.”
Jose "JJ" Valest, US2007060225

“Oh, Stacey M running through the snow yelling ‘I'm melting!’ and Stacey R.
(also originally from the NE) yelling ‘Has Florida changed you so much!?’ Awesome-sauce.”
James Foster, US2004102252
“I totally won at SERE. I'm brand spankin new to the region, and this weekend was my first time
meeting the majority of the people who were present. I've gotta say that I've never felt so
immediately welcome in my life, people really went out of their way to make me feel like I belonged,
and I'm so glad for meeting everyone. Hallway party forever!”
Julie Peloquin US2007019308
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FROM THE DESK OF THE CHARITIES LADY
I just wanted to give you all a run down of the charity results from the first quarter charities so far. Our first
charity of the quarter was the Soldiers Angel Drive, where we as a region was able to send 520 small items;
395 medium items and 39 large items to our brave men and women overseas. Way to go guys!
Our second charity of the quarter was the pet food drive and again you guys stepped it up as always! The
totals for that are: 2,622 cans of food collected, no that is not a typo; 24 bags of food and 13 hours of time
donated.
According to the SERE 2009 Charities Lead, Abby Peterson,
here’s the final tally!
* The Galerie de La Nuit Portrait Studio
(Thanks to the hard work of Tiffany Allen) - $725
* The Cross Venue Charity event
(Brainchild of Sharon Yarbrough and Kaoru Hopkins) - $832
* Power Grab and Blessing of the Wyrd - $966
* Auction at Closing ceremonies - $343
* Banishers - $343
* Live Friday night Auction - $3287
This makes a total donation of $6,496 for
St. Jude's Children's Research Hospital.

LifeSouth numbers for the Blood Drive:
* 65 members registered to donate
* 41 donated whole blood
* 8 donated double units for red bloods cells specifically
Don’t forget to participate in the
first drive of the 2nd Quarter.
This time benefiting Habitat for Humanity!

Keep up the good work all!
M. Miranda Allison, US2002022650
SE-ARC Charities
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A SPECIAL THANKS

We would like to take a moment to thank
all of our men and women in uniform
and their families that support them,
who have served or are currently serving
in defense of our country here and abroad.
Thank you for your patriotism and selfless dedication.
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